To the attention of the Minister. 
16th of November, Brussels, Belgium
Dear Mr Minister,

Through this letter we would like to share our concern at the repeated harassment and threats directed towards the work of the Comisión Intereclesial de Justicia y Paz (CIJP – ‘Interecclesial Justice and Peace Commission), and Enrique Petro, member of the Community Council of Curbaradó, in their legitimate work for human rights.
According to information we have received, on 7 October, during a conversation between several palm workers, the comment was heard that Don Petro ‘has to be removed whether he likes it or not’ (“hay que sacarle a las buenas o a las malas”). In September, we had already learnt of another threat, according to which “at that time we couldn’t touch Don Petro because the gringos were with him, but we are going to hit him where it will hurt most, his family” (“en este momento no era posible tocar a Enrique Petro porque andaba con los gringos pero que se le va a tocar lo que más le duele, su familia”). In August, we received information about a threat against Don Petro as well as other inhabitants of the Humanitarian Zone and their international accompaniers, according to which the paramilitaries were preparing to kill him : “they are just waiting for the order and for their superior officer to tell them when to do it” (“solamente están esperando la orden y el momento que diga el superior para actuar”). 

Against this background we are concerned at information we have received about the movements in the nearby hamlet of Despensa Baja of an armed group of about 20 people who call themselves “Águilas Negras” (“Black Eagles”), despite the fact that an officer from the army’s 17th Brigade stated that the group existed but was not operating in the area. 

A fact-finding commission which included regional representatives of the Ministry of the Interior and the Defensoria del Pueblo (Office of the Human Rights Ombudsman),  visiting the area on 23 October, was able to confirm that the company Urapalma was carrying out maintenance work on the African palm trees planted on Enrique Petro’s property. It is notable that units of the 17th Brigade that operate in the region did nothing to prevent this violation from occurring. 

We are concerned that this type of harassment is continuing, given the protection measures granted by IACHR which have covered the members of these communities since 2003, and the various appeals to the Colombian government by prominent members of the international community, most recently by Walter Kälin, the UN Secretary General’s Representative for the Rights of Displaced Persons, following his visit to Colombia in June. We are also concerned at the vulnerability of the Afro Colombian populations of the Jiguamiandó and Curbaradó communities, despite the Attorney-General’s Directive 008/2005 and the recommendations laid down by the follow-up resolution of July 2006 relating to implementation of Resolution 039/2005 of the Defensoría Nacional.  
We permanently monitor the situation in these communities, and would like to recall that they have been the victims of many displacements and over a hundred violent crimes since 1996 and that except for a man charged in connection for the disappearance and murder of Orlando Valencia, investigations into these crimes have not produced any results in the last decade.  On the other hand, we are concerned that legal cases are being pursued against members of the Jiguamiandó, Curbaradó, and Cacarica communities, and the work of accompanying organisations such as the Comisión Intereclesial de Justicia y Paz, despite the commitments made by the Public Prosecutor in January this year regarding the transfer and careful study of various cases from the Public Prosecutor’s office in Riosucio. 
As a result of all the above, we request your urgent help to stop the repeated harassment and threats directed towards the work of the Comisión Intereclesial de Justicia y Paz.
Yours sincerely,

Jens Holm



Eva-Britt Svensson

Members of the European Parliament

Swedish delegation of GUE/NGL
