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Main elements of the Berlin Declaration (working translation!) 

"We, the peoples of Europe, are united in our good fortune as Member States of the European Union. Our Continent was ravaged by war, its economy was in ruins, and it was divided by ideological rifts. European integration has brought us peace and prosperity. Each Member State has helped to unite Europe and to enhance democracy and the rule of law. It is thanks to the desire for freedom of the peoples of Central and Eastern Europe that the division of Europe has now also been overcome."

Comment: Consciously, a rather emotional introduction was chosen. The notion "good fortune" will reappear in other passages. Furthermore, the pararaph contains a reference to past accessions.

"In the European Union we, the peoples of Europe, live and work together in a unique way. The European Union is based on equality and law, tolerance and solidarity towards one another. Integration enables Europe to preserve its members' particularities and their many traditions. Open borders and vibrant variety enrich us. Many aims cannot be achieved alone but only together. For that reason we divide tasks in a meaningful way between the European Union, the Member States, regions and local authorities. We provide for an equitable balance of interests between Member States. The European Union will continue to benefit from its openness and from Member States' cooperation in consolidating the EU's internal development."

Comment:  This paragraph is intended to describe - in a comprehensible way - the main characteristics of our community including its openness. 
"We, the peoples of Europe, are facing major challenges. Our answer to these is the European Union. Only together can we preserve our European social model in the future. That model combines economic success and social responsibility to the benefit of all citizens of the European Union. The single market and the euro make us strong enough to mould increasing economic interlinkage and competition according to our values. Europe's wealth lies in its citizens' knowledge and abilities - this is the key to growth, employment and social cohesion."

Comment: This paragraph is to reflect  the balance between economic interests and social responsibility. In addition, it contains an appraisal of the single market and the Euro. 

"To do so we must constantly renew Europe's political form. For that reason today, fifty years after the signing of the Treaties of Rome, we are united in the common goal of renewing, in time for the 2009 European Parliamentary elections, the common foundation on which the European Union is built.

We, the peoples of Europe, are aware that Europe is our good fortune!"

Comment: This paragraph reflects the consensus among heads of state or government as established at the Sping Council dinner on 8 March.

The remaining text refers to common values and common challenges such as terrorism and organized crime, Europe's role in the world, energy policy and climate change in accordance with the outline  circulated in preparation of the Spring Council dinner on 8 March. Once again: the length of the full text (in German) is two pages.

