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Briefing on the European Commission’s fifth statistical report on the use of animal testing.

Introduction

The European Commission has published, in November 2007, its fifth report to the Council and the European Parliament on the number of animals used for scientific purposes in the Member States of the European Union.

The data collected by the Commission covers the year 2005 and includes all Member States except Romania and Bulgaria.

This report is being published at a key point in the development of the regulatory framework governing the use of animals in experiments. Indeed, the Commission is expected to publish proposals for a revision of Directive 86/609/EEC on the use of animals in experiments within the next few weeks.

Animal Defenders International (ADI) has been in contact with many MEPs this year concerning the adoption of Written Declaration 40 for an end to the use of primates in experiments, which was signed by 433 MEPs and formally adopted in September in Strasbourg. 

Once the European Commission has published its revised version of Directive 86/609/EEC, ADI will be responding with proposals for the replacement of animal (primate and other species) testing by modern and safer alternatives and pressing for the adoption of these throughout the legislative process. 
This briefing has been written to provide the MEPs with an overview on the numbers, species and origins of animals used in experimentation in Europe. Indeed, we believe that it is important to have a clear understanding of the scale and trends of animal testing in the EU prior to commencing the revision process of Directive 86/609/EEC.

Species, number and origins of animals used

The total number of animals used in the EU 25 in 2005 was 12.1 millions. The number of animals used in EU 10 represents 8.6% of this number.

The number of animals used in the EU 15 has increased by 3.1%, an increase of 339,279 animals.

Although mice and rabbits account for most of the increase, the use of primates in the EU 15 has increased from 10 362 to 10 392. 10,449 primates were used in the EU 25 although there were no great ape experiments reported.

Rodents represent nearly 75% of all animals used, i.e. 9.1 million.  23,860 dogs, 3,898 cats, 5,312 horses and donkeys and 66,222 pigs were also subjected to laboratory experiments.  The number of goats, sheep and cattle used was 68,438, and birds 659,059.

Although most animals used originated from the EU, about a quarter of cats, dogs and ferrets came from outside Europe. The number of old world monkeys imported from abroad were 5,994, 73% of all old world monkeys used in the EU in 2005.

Purpose of the experiments

Overview: Fundamental research represented the largest share of animal experiments with 33% of all animals used. Development of medicines represented 31% of animal experiments; production and quality control of medicines, 15.3%; toxicological and safety evaluation 8%; education and training 1.6% and “other purposes” 8%.

Study of diseases: In 2005, this amounted to 57% of all animal experiments. 81% were for the study of human diseases. The number of animal used for the study of animal diseases has increased from 900 000 to 1 329 000, due to studies of animal diseases related to intensive farming such as avian flu, foot and mouth diseases and swine fever.
Production and quality control of medicine: Of the animals used for the production and quality control of products for human medicine, dentistry and veterinary medicine (in the region of 1,800,000 animals), 57% were used to satisfy requirements from various legislation and regulation including national, community and council of Europe. This increased from 43% in 2002.
Toxicity testing: The use of animals in toxicological and safety evaluation has dropped from 1,066,047 to 1,026,286. This is due to a large decrease in the number of animals used for tests for products intended for industry and agriculture. However, acute and sub-acute toxicity testing methods rose 10% over the last 3 reports – from 32% to 42%. This represents an increase of 39,000 animals since 2002. The number of animals used in the cosmetic industry has increased by 50%, in spite of the legislative requirement to phase out these tests by 2009. There was a 10 fold increase in the number of animals used to test additives in food for animal consumption. The number of animals used rose from 3,447 to 34,225.

Education and training: The number of animals used in education and training has dropped from 341,967 in 2002 to 198,994 in 2005.
Other purposes: The number of animals used for ‘other’ purposes has increased massively from 597,960 to 984,238. These include virology, immunology, and genetics.

Situation in different Member States

The number of animals used in Member States varies greatly and is influenced by several factors such as the size of industry, the number of universities, its legislative and regulatory environment or the existence of a public programme for the replacement of animal testing.

France is by far the largest user of animals in Europe with more than 2.3 million animals used in 2004. It is also the country where most of the cosmetic testing takes place. It is the main user of primates with 3789 monkeys and prosimians used, and the French authorities even predict a rise in their use in the coming years, in stark contrast with the comments provided by the other Member States on this issue.

The UK (1.874 millions) and Germany (1.822 millions) are the 2nd and 3rd largest users of animals respectively. In both these countries, the figures have increased compared to the previous year. The number of primates used in the UK in 2005 was 3,115 and was 2,086 in Germany.

This makes France, Germany and the UK the largest users of primates in Europe. Primates are also used in smaller numbers in Belgium (449), Italy (412), the Netherlands (327), Spain (84), Sweden (75), Czech Republic (51), Hungary (6) and Greece (1). No primates were used in the 14 remaining countries. No great apes were used in the EU in 2005.

Ireland and Austria are possibly the most successful countries in terms of reduction and replacement of animal testing. 37,940 animals were used in Ireland in 2005, a 27% decrease compared to 2002. Ireland is implementing an informal ban on experiments on primates. 

Austria’s policy of development of alternatives to animal testing has led to the ban on all primate experiments in 2006. 167,312 animals were used in this country in 2005, a 10% drop compared to 2004.  This is a good performance compared to other countries with a similar number of citizens such as Belgium (718 976 animals, +1.14%), Greece (926 094 animals) or Sweden (505 600 animals, +12%).

Portugal also managed to reduce its use of animals in laboratories by 6.6% since 2002 (41,577 animals were used in 2005).

Other large users of animals are Italy (896 966), Spain (595 597), the Netherlands (531 199) Poland (358 829) Czech Republic (330 933), Denmark (365 940), Hungary (297 209) and Finland (256 826).
The smaller users are Slovakia (23,369), Latvia (13,319), Lithuania (5,767), Estonia (4,900), Luxembourg (4,120) Cyprus (967)  and Malta (no animals used in 2005).
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